Genesis 13:1-13

1 So Abram went up from Egypt to the Negev, with his wife and everything he had,
and Lot went with him.

2 Abram had become very wealthy in livestock and in silver and gold.

3 From the Negev he went from place to place until he came to Bethel, to the place
between Bethel and Ai where his tent had been earlier

4 and where he had first built an altar. There Abram called on the name of the Lord.
5 Now Lot, who was moving about with Abram, also had flocks and herds and tents.
6 But the land could not support them while they stayed together, for their
possessions were so great that they were not able to stay together.

/ And quarreling arose between Abram'’s herdsmen and the herdsmen of Lot. The
Canaanites and Perizzites were also living in the land at that time.

8 So Abram said to Lot, “Let’s not have any quarreling between you and me, or
between your herdsmen and mine, for we are brothers.

9 Is not the whole land before you? Let’s part company. If you go to the left, I'll go
to the right; if you go to the right, I'll go to the left.”

10 Lot looked up and saw that the whole plain of the Jordan was well watered, like
the garden of the Lord, like the land of Egypt, toward Zoar. (This was before the
Lord destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah.)

11 So Lot chose for himself the whole plain of the Jordan and set out toward the
east. The two men parted company:

12 Abram lived in the land of Canaan, while Lot lived among the cities of the plain
and pitched his tents near Sodom.

13 Now the men of Sodom were wicked and were sinning greatly against the Lord.



GENESIS 15:1-13

INTRODUCWION What would you do if someone rel iable offered you a
cgeal o 1 S =0o-good-to-be—£rue? What would you
do° S8y, a freelbav or 1‘:or only a fraction of the cost? Or a deal

on a house that 1s for $30,000 less than it appraised for and it
already passed all inspections, no problems?
Cr 2 job making 25% more with an extra week per year of vavatiun

and only 8 minutes from your house? What would you do? What would
be the process you would use to Hake such o dEClSlOHLinda}, the
Lord has for us a great lesson in great deals——taepesic 13 3
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R __ggggggﬁp A & Pharaoh in Egypt; God protects and pIOVldeS; A
g2 gets to go home, end of famine, and has 'lots' of stuff
v = Extent of wealth: livestock was the measuring stick, yet notice A
8180 has lots of silver apnd gold... ... ...
Also the hebrew word here for "very rich or very wealthy” is
¥

literally "very! neévz’" We would prubably say, "Loadcd,
W i : = ,
gl  — 1O%, notice verse & ¢ wording, < xigg about with A". What is
2 significant about this? What is Lot's reason Tor also having , . gunsd
much? &, nothing more, nothing less. ... ... ... o< vy abe ot
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F 4P Presenting problem of this passage is[¥erses 6-1, RFADi The

= problem: 'too much (stuff./' What a problem to have? How many of us
would be willing to tackle this problem---too many cars, houses,
investments?
Tie otner par. of Lhe proyiem is the &tri eyu qudrreling between

the herdsmen. Interestingly, through famine and dangers and
wanderings, nothing came between Abram and Lot, but riches are
the breaking point. Any applications here?

e
Notice also the last part ofiw 2rse 7, READ.| y is this a
necessary part of the account? Why bhOUld we know thi ? Are you

like me, do you find things like this interesting

I suspect this goes back to God's covenant and promise to A.
Remember God promised to bless A and the Lord also commanded A to
BE =& blessing. A was tol{be ®» blessing to the Canaanites and
Perizzites. By the way,ﬁﬁ”w wouid you like to be called and known
as a 'Perizzite?' Great name isn't it?

So I believe part of the presenting problem here also is tha
there is noticeable strife and quarreling among God's chosen
pecple. Not only are they not being & blessing, they are being
Rean s Kind of 1ike when I tell people, please do not let anvone = = =7
know you are a Christian. Ex. Guy who trimmed my trees. JSHAM™T &7

[4))

R A S s
| pr———

Egﬁii So whet will our spritus father do? 1et's see,/READ VersesﬂSN”
) Wow!!! Well, actually I am sure this is what you or I would do,
right? No way! I probably would say, "Now let's see---how should

A.L(

we decide how to divide up this land?” Maybe, now let's see, how ¢ upis




did we get all this neat stuff & how did we cﬂd up here in
Canaan? What do you think Lot2"

At best I might try to figure out how to divide the land SO we

gacl oo pdrt of the most lushious and we each get some of the

-

mountains and the more desolate areas. This is not what A does, !
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But tirst let's consider 1o, EAD Verses 10-11 ) What is
noticeable about how. Lot responds to A's propOSQl What does the
passage say? Lot/ LOOK XS ) Wp-& sees some of the most beautiful land
that you or 1 have ever seen. Did you see? "Like the garden of
the Lord"---like the garden of Eden. Can you imagine how
beautiful this must have been?
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What elsg_do you notice about Lot's response? Put fourselffin his
shoes: #@a have been t*avellng and Iivi ing with the one person
that the Lord God has chosen to make a new nation from. God has
promised His richest blessings and His protection upon Abram.

You are now in the land that the Lord God has chosen for His
special nation; furthermore you have become.a very wealthy person
simply because you are Abram's relative; you have, as the
expression goes, ridden on his coat tails.

Now there is somewhat of a space prOOLem and there is definitely
a relatiorship problem. Your uncle A is offering you, whdt? Not
jUDt a small puftLOﬂ of the land; not even an equal split; what
fle Is offering is for wew to take the best. Now, how ShOLLd you
respond? Do you see? What should Lot have said?

"Uncle Ab, what are yOh saying? I have no rlghbs. Fuithermore,
everyuhlng I have is because of you. How could I possibly choose
any land of this promised land to live on?"

Then if anything, pertalnly allow Uncle Ab to maKc the Tirst /
g o M

cholce. yao How mi wHWAL T9 0 = ApaTHIV T3
5t WHAT Lo7 DO, 18 1T —

OK, what all are we to see here? First, let's look at thexhﬁ;jgl
comments in this passage. The first is in verse 10, "This was
before the Lord destLoyf‘1 bcdom,dnd Gomorrah." Tme second 'side'

omment in all of;verse 13, READ.}Do you think that there is
something that we are SUppOScd to see here? Why is God giving us
this information?

It seems {hat He wants us to know Lhat § € © is a bad, bad place.
How is that for Biblical discernment? It also seems that the
wickedness of S & G, because It Was so over the top, was well
known, probably well known to 1ot e
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so what 1s Lat Jdoing here? He is looking only at the visibie
world, the( seggwﬁmuLl isn't he? And what he sees is quite

impressive. Perhaps one of the more remarkable sections of land
anywhere. Water is very abund dant. And the excitement of the ¢ity,
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s g*i:hust have been some place---exciting, very progressive.
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Large enough for his kids to get an excellent education; prubably
more eating places than imaginable; anything you could think of
from an entertainment StandeLHt, and with all his wealth, more
than likely, great opportunities for status for Lot and SOCLdl
opportunities galore for his wife. = =

You know the more you think about it, this choice seems like a
no-brainer. Who wouldn't have chosen it? Do you really think that

we would have felt any different? Now we might have handled it —
differently, but would we have desired any less? X dpwv' T TFHwE 59

For us the comparison might have been like chosing between the
Hill 1 Country, including San Antonio, and then having also in
plaln view, an area like West Texas and the Odessa, Midland area.
Which would you choose? So can we fault Lot here?
The focus here seems to be HOW ot made his choice. Again how did
he? Verse 10 says, "He loCRed up and saw.” Do you see the
problem? Obviously, since this was before S & G was destroyed,
Lot could not have known this. Because if he had known, no way
would he have chosen -6, right?

fmr 9e THE JoRPON,
So how could he have known? He couldn't. But, and this is a very
significant but, God knew. I believe this is precisely why the
side comment is added in verse 10. God knew. Now we could ask,
how is the fact that God knew what the future held for S & G, of
benefit to Lot? What would you say?

What should Lot have done? Or, maybe we should say, what should
Lot not have done? This i5 actuaily L[he beller and easier
guestion. How would you answer this one?

What he shHould not have dofie wes to "Look Up and see.” Does this
make 3Ny sense? Sure doesn't sound right, does it? Lot should not
have looked up and saw and then made his decision. Why?

Because we cannot trust what we can see, and here we have a
PERFECT example. You see S & G would be be aniliated and all
around it, kind of vaporized. So what looked to be a paradise,
wasn't that at alll Can you see?

The éépllqiiiiﬁjhere is enormous. House, by the golt course;
closed down due t&economy or scandal or boSs's son comeés to work
in_the area: you were being groomed for; marriage partner,; example
of high school reunions. Do you see? What”ﬁé“Eéﬁwéﬁ‘clearly see,
is not clear, at alll!!

LRI OF THT JoRD I
Herg} nsS & G, Lot makes the absolutely WORDT ﬁ66¢5¢on ofF his
life. As we study on in Genesis this wilT D& &ven more clear. You
know there is one more passage on Lot that really surprised me.




"God rescued Lot, a righteous man, who was distressed by the
filthy lives of lawless men, (for that righteous man, living
among them day after day, was tormented in his righteous soul by
the lawless deeds he saw and heard."™ Isn't this amazing? Not how
we ususally think of Lot, is it? "Righteous” Lot!

A couple of things here. First, even batore the destrudbion 6F &
& G, do you see? Lot was absolutely/miserable living in what he

-

thought was Utopia. I see this over and oVer. What looks perfec
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Second, God declares Lot rlghLeOub and yet look at the
devastation that came out Of Lot's decision to go by his
instincts. Lot was not a selfish, spoiled, stupid man. He was a
'righteous' man who, very blmoly, decided to trust in himself and
in what he could clearly see. How does that grab you? Aren't you
glad we are not like Lot? This sure makes me uncomfortable.

The other main character in this account is Lot's uncle, Abram.
What a contrast! What does this account tell us about Abram?

Other than whet A gavs to Lot, net nuch Bo e ‘s loor 2t whiat
God reveals to us---last half UL/VEEEQ = and then £, REAu.;

e

A. returns where? Where he used to live, but more 31gn1f¢vdnb+ z
to where he had first built d“«altar o the Lord God. What is
meaningful here? This was where Abram WO“AthPEQ God and

committed himself to follow God. Abram had been delivered by the
Lord from all of his problems in Egypt, most of hHis owWwh creating.

It seems he is ready to trust God and listen to Him alone. Notice
also, "Abram called on the (hame>of the Lord." Why 'name'? Why not
ust, *ealled on the lord?® Wiy?

)

God's name represents all that He 15, This-is part of £he reason
why God has assigned CCBC to do our pr raise project this fall,
where we commit to praise God multiple times each day. Just like
we have been doing, Abram calls upon the NAME of the Lord. He
thinks deeply about who exactly our God is; He shares with the

¥
Lord the things that impress him, mean so much to him.

or

Maybe how the Lord God is merciful; how He is sovereign---imagine
belng back in tne prom;sed Tand dnd no Laane and ‘ots af

T4

Can you plaarly see that God Himself wants to make sure that we
see this time of worship and focus on thel NAMEAhf thie _oxd, Then
we have verses 5, 6, & 7-—-—-the problem betweeén Lot and Abram.

Then what? Verses 8-9. Do you think it 18 eoincidentinll thot
L

Abram's remarkable proposal to Lot is pLepeded ‘ﬁ;y by "Abram
called on the name of the Lexd ==

ChF
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» Do you see? When we spend time with the Lord and grasp who He
actually is, it changes the way we look at things. The unseen
world truly is more powerful and more lastingVthan that which we
see. Pkl Rec AT T

As Abram remembered God's promises and as he meditated on the
character of our God, then his proposal to Lot makes much more
sense. "Lot, look at all this land. Can you believe this is all
ours? Listen you take whatever you prefer.”

I am sure Abram thought, "What difference does it make to the
crealor of everythlﬂg Shoot, if it becomes necessary, He can
create an oasis out of nothing. Is He limited by whatever portion
of land is chosen? Not a chance! So Lot, take whatever. I'l1l
accept whatever the lord has fer wme, becayse © trust HIigH*

Abram can see the beauty of the land Lol chooses, but he is going
for the egxcitement of getting to see what the Lord has for Him.
Kind of like the mystery door or curtain except, because Abram
knows the Lord, He knows that God has something even better for
him.
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How does this part of this account ena Abram contentedly accepts
the less desirable portion oFf land and Lot goes and pltches his
tents near Sodom, worst possible place to settle in. pagft WMAT

Wouldn't it be great to have Abram's kind of faith and confidence
in the Tord?—How—ctould we ever grow or mature enough to have such
'trust?' Here is the most amazing part of all we have studied

LR EO A e pg WBREM Oy SPIRITORL FRu et
I11 it tokes for this type of faith®s for us to guit fizing onr
eyes on whnat we can see and instead call on the name of the Lord
and listen for His instructions; we can even ask another family
member for help in hearing the Lord, if we are having problems
This is all it takes. Now, is that not amazing?

No 'super saints', no spiritual giants, Jjust simple child-like
faith and pot going with our sight and our common sense. let's do
1 !
e véfx Q¢ cipmTioUS

So if a great deal comes along OR 1f the bottom falls out,
let's set our eyes on the unseen and upon our Lord. Letlis prayv.
\,':/7’5 CRLYL o THELE semE o THE Le2) .



