Genesis 13:14-18

14 The Lord said to Abram after Lot had parted from him, “Lift up your
eyes from where you are and look north and south, east and west.
15 All the land that you see | will give to you and your offspring forever.
16 | will make your offspring like the dust of the earth, so that if anyone
could count the dust, then your offspring could be counted.
17 Go, walk through the length and breadth of the land, for | am
giving it to you.”
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18 So Abram moved his tents and went to live near the great trees of

I\/Iarri/re at Hebron, where he built an altar to the Lord.
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INTRODUCTION: Parenting, God's parenting

BACKGROUND: Summaz_ of Gen 13:1-18---Rack in Canaan, ‘'loaded?’,
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sErifteand guarreling, A's proposaL, A's appeal: "We are

brotherb———bonsEquertl”, this is not & "Baptist™ term, Jot's

choice and basis

What has happened?
What would be good parenting here?

Watch our 'Father'. This passage literally begins, "Now

Yahweh ... " BEAthgggaswlilmm# oF £ESWESIS 1 3 =

What is our Father doing here? What would you say? L37¢§ =>/VF)
Why "Lift up your eye ?ﬂﬂ$smft this interesting? How did Lot make
his decision? [READ Verse 10a,] "Lot looked up and saw..."; then

Verse 11, "So Lot chose for himself. ™

b
Lot 'looked and saw'. ’#”d _says "Lift up your eyes and see." Isn't
that interesting? You Sée there is nothing wrong with ‘loekting
and seeing'. The difference is Lot Tooked and choose for himself,
whereas Abram looked for the Lord.

Both saw. Lot saw with his eyes; Abram saw with his eyes, but
Abram also saw, more S o1 i antly, with God's eyes. Furthermore,
Lot did not get to 'see' what A did, nor did he get to hear these
incredible things God has to say.

gpid you see? God says Le-Bhram that He will give all the land in

every erection,\N, s Wkpuo Abram and (o his offspring. Think
on this, does this promise, land in every direction, include the
land Lot has chosen?

Absolutely; so Bbram's gift of land to Lot is genuine, but
according to God, that land will forever be held for Abram'’
descendants. Abram offered Lot half, then God comes and conflrms
the whole to Abram. What a great way to try to give somethlng =
away! Cpw~ You S34 THIS ] LAKE Z#fi D Pl asd -

Then did you see how long B's offspring will have
This is a very long time. How remarkable would it
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promise from our heavenly Father!
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Why does the Lord say this to Abram right now? Can you see? What
would you say? In essence, "if you choose to trust Me this much,
let Me show you hOW»mucbﬁyou‘wlll see Meyand be blessed.”
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Sometimes we forget what-exactly is going on here. No
after Lot departs, Godl “SP&AR%E%LO Abram. Not only do
make these overwhelming promises and blessings, but a
chooses to be the One who dellvers Lhe message. How a
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If we trust, 1f we Listen... oo «ns
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One of the more\mngL imes in my life occured in 1978
living, here 10 FC. Wotfﬁfk ;
thic Districe Manager for dgie of Amerlcaw Cemcreal & companio,
I was making more money than I ever thought

it
happy, prosperous, blessed, and without a care.
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Lettw and my 'dream house'; I was

and

could make. We were

Then God worked in me in a remarkable way and mov d me to kind of

start TiféeaITover and pursue a ministry in coun

ng. I was

e
selir
surprised to find out that I had enough Lath to give up S0 much
n SEc

and go back to school to pursue an entirely new cC

I will never forget ourfho n Mary's Creek; it was
large beautiful 4 bed/ 3 Datn home, w1th large trees and tiff
w:ggrass———QULL course grass that we had put in. I remember when
g’ “bought it; we could not believe that we were so wealthy as to
\ able to spend $435/month on a house payment.
A
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\\V/We had bullt large wooden playground SWLchet in the back yard
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or Windy. I‘was able to trust the Lord to 3Lve up my wonderful
jOb move to Atlanta where we knew noone, get in graduate school,

get a full time job, go to school full time——-YET ¥ just did not

want to give up our home.

We had made such a jood deal on our home, It was perteck for us—

-location, size, floor piam, landscape, and especially pere.

Furthermore, our UlLLmaLS plan and Lope was Lo get trﬂlnlng ip

counseling and come back to our home church. So we would need
place in Ft. Worth to live when we finished our training.
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But the big problem was that we needed Lo use some of our eguLty

to pay for my scheooling and alsc we neceded money for & hope 1.
Atlanta for the years we would be there. I Lfled to fighre oyt

how to hold on to that which was so important to me and also
still come up with a way to make happen with what I was sure
wanted me to do. Does this make any sense?

Well, after coming to the end of my wits, which actually did
take that long, I realized that we needed to sell our house;
needed to let go of my very precious material possession. So

willing rte trust Him with this.

ad been able to find and purchase such a remarkable home.
deo
Lord and not in whatVI possessed.
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Fortunately, I really wanted to trust in Him. So it wa
painfully hard; actually
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t was exciting to me to see the de
of my faith in the lord; it kind of surprised me. So'l told

I really came to a polnt of realizing that He was the reason why
L
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not

in a
kind of faith showdown, I was able to tell the Lord that I was

He

ve it to us. And although I could not imagine ever having such
nice home agein and at such & prico, stiil | leedeld £O Eruse iu
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Lord that I felt I could now trust Him with the change and the
move and Iinally evien ouxr 'heme

WelL, I called some friends to help me with the sale and the best
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way to handle the finances and the taxes and all. After

explaining the whole thing and why we needed to sell the house,

they showed me many things which I was not aware of. I can't even
o

remember what all was decided, but they were certain that it made
no sense to sell our house.

Before I did anything else I went to the Lord and shared it all
with Him. His response astounded me. He £61d me that the wise
counsel that I was receiving was sound and what He wanted me to
do. When I asked why then all the stuff I had gone through in
letting the house go, He revealed to me exactly what we are
studying today.

He taught me that if I would be willing to trust Him with
evarythlng my life, my family, all my possessions, my job---that
1if I would let Him have it all, that what He has for me is better

than what T presently have. wow

11 &sscnce, I canmob out%ive Him. So if I would give Him our home
to finance what He called me to do, He would give me even more.
In this specific case, He gave me our home back. We were able to
set it up with a wonderful management agency and with a godly
Christian woman who became a personal friend.

With the money we received in rental we were able to do all that
we needed in Atlanta. When we did move back we were able to move
back into our home and found it in wonderful shape. Then years
later when we did sell it to move to Virginia we sold it for well
over twice what we had paid for it. pw
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LhLS was a ﬂdJOY cvent in my lite 4& years ago. My heavenly
Father Laught me who He 15 ang that T can count o fHim for
everythlng in my 1:fe. e great confidence Ln Hlm.
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Now He has also taught me that this is all abou+,+ru:t1ngﬂﬂlm. it

is not a way to get rich---in other words if I thought that if I
give Him so much $ that then He has to give me more back---well

if I tried to use Him as k na of a lottery ticket that we had no
deal. 174 #lovy -

—

But when He leads me to trust Him, tc move out, Lto give uwp myself
or something important to me or a large sum of my $---if He 1s
leading me to trust Him this deeply, then I can trust Him to show
me what kind of Father He is. Same as with our children.

When Windy was little, and she gave up... ... . £
proud parent, what would you think I would do? You go
ove S

Exactly the same as our Heavenly Father. He loves u
wants to reinforce 10 U5 trust; and He loves giving ¢
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In verse 16 the Lord chooses to use a word picture to help Abram
understand how extensive is His promise, /READ Verse 16. What a
great word picture! How many have tried to count dust---
interesting project, isn't it? S

Well wud says it will be just as €asy to count your offspring as
it would be to count dust. And remember this is before A has any
children and he and Sarai are around 90. Talk about the need for
faith; no wonder God is nurturing and” “developing Abram's faith
here.

The last thing that the Lord says to Abram here is Ln\verbp l;,
let's RmAD | What strikes you about what God says here? What 1s
the purpobe e Goq s instruction here? Do you see?

It is the word "WAT” "Jiue Lord has already told Abram that all

the land that h&—cam See in any and every direction is his, but

now the Lord says 'walk' h”Ough S 0671@ve what the Lord is
L & &

doing here is enabling Abram to "Experience”, in a sense, to
'taste' this promise.

Imagine what this would be like. "Walk in any direction for as

far as you want; every place your foot falls is and will always
be for your descendants.”" Kin d of like winning a contest at Lbe
mall where you can keep whatever you fill a shopping cart with.

God wants Abram to eXPQElenpc the ABUNDANCE of what He has for
him. Like opening a preséﬁ?f God 15 sayeng this a1l s sours,
am so pleased with you. Way to trust me. Giving Lot whatever he
wanted shows that you are getting it. I am the Lord God Almighty
and no one nor anything can take away or in any way detract from
the blessings I have promised. Way to go Ab!TI™

So Abram takes God up on His promise. So Abram moves_his ftents to
a beautiful place at Hebron, and does what? Look, READ Verse 18.\
Abram chooses the Oaks of Mamre. This is a very speLLaL place to
Abram, about 22 miles south of Jerusalem. This is where Abram
will entertain the Angel of the Lord; this is where he will bury
his wife, Sarah. This is where Abram chose to receive the Lord in
a special way.

And this is where he builds an-altar r to the Lord. What do altars
represent? An altar is a place where offer ings and/or sacrifices
are made to a deity. I hese 2 chapters of Genesis Abram builds

3 altars te the Lord. In o

a
S
ch instance, Abram worships the Lord
and gives offerings of prais

e. frh HimstL/f
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It seems appropriate to ask why theseaaltars are reported,/why do
we need tu know this? Think on this. How many—of—us—have ©ver
made- T am ' g atrtaruporrwhiTil We WouiﬁmﬁﬁfSﬁTp"aﬁﬁi%iﬁg
X ANYyOlEAAnyore—rere?™ e “_‘;"ﬁ’é’ﬁ"‘ﬁ do—these—things,—and—other
tﬁ&ﬁ“@@ﬁlemSQlf there—ts TIOtIIITg o r—aoonre—for—us—to—worship-
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These—aliars—are- plaﬂes and-times when Abram-needed to tangibly
acknowledge the Lord, to acknowledge His greatness and s
supremacy. llie€se were specific times when Abram needed to
tangibly offer himself to the Lord; to acknowledge his trust and
hngdepe idence. And we must ﬂo Lhe same. ot >f TH%E Risgonws wi
CHpree ¢ g
One other observation. As Abf m has moved' on w1th God, Aalo ong
with the prggression of thebe altars has com ncreased
revelation from the Lord and of the Lord.

Remember God first told A, "Go to the land I will show you." Then
second, "This is the land I will give to your descendants.” Now,
"All thlb land is yours and furthermore, Ab, your descendants who
will-imbabit thos lond, well. .. (.. .... They will be as many oo
the particles of dust, should you choose to count them.

Do you see? As we truly trust the Lord; give Him ourselves; give
Him things important to us, He will progressively show us, more
and more, HIMSELF and He will show us, more and more, what He has
for us, and He will show us, more and more, blessings from His
Hone
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Is this true? Do you believe?,Then come to Him and tell
Worship Him.
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