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Day of Death Procedures

Forms & Procedures for the Day of Death

"For tome, toliveis Christ and to dieis gain."
— Philippians 1:21
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Forms & Information on the Day of Death

Physician Certificate of Death

Field Your Information

1. Full Name (First, Middle, Last)

2. Sex

3. Cédula or Passport Number

4. Nationality

5. Social Security Number

6. Occupation

7. Date of Birth (Day / Month /
Year)

8. Age As of Last Birthday

9. Conjugal Status

[“IMarried [ Jwidowed[ ]single[_]Couple

10. Name of Parents (Mother's
maiden name / Father's name)

11. Place of Residence (District /
Town / Neighborhood)
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Physician Certificate of Death

Field Your Information

1. Full Name (First, Middle, Last)

2. Sex

3. Cédula or Passport Number

4. Nationality

5. Social Security Number

6. Occupation

7. Date of Birth (Day / Month /
Year)

8. Age As of Last Birthday

9. Conjugal Status

|:|Married |:|Widowed |:|Single |:|Couple

10. Name of Parents (Mother's
maiden name / Father's name)

11. Place of Residence (District /
Town / Neighborhood)
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What to Do on the Day of Death

1. Call at least two friends. You will need the help and support.

2. Call the deceased's physician to come and pronounce the death and to complete the Physician
Certificate of Death for the Tribunal.

Physician

3. Complete the information needed for the physician certificate of death form (in this document)
before the physician's arrival. This speeds the process.

4. The physician will complete the Physician Certificate of Death for the Tribunal. Have about $500
cash ready to pay the physician.

5. If necessary, clean the body and then place the deceased on their back, if possible (friends can help
here). There is no need to dress the deceased.

6. Call the chosen funeral home to come and get the deceased. You may need a bilingual person, and
the funeral home will need directions. Your physician can help.

Funeral Home

7. When the drivers from the funeral home arrive, they can give you further information about viewing,
burial, and retrieving the remains. The drivers will need to see a copy of the Physician Certificate of
Death. They will tell you how to send a copy via WhatsApp, email, or otherwise.

8. Contact friends and family. See Contact Form in Notebook and Buddy Instructions.

Going to the Electoral Tribunal for the Death Certificate - Do this the next
business day.

1. Call the physician to see if they will go with you to the Electoral Tribunal. This is not necessary
but helpful.

2. The Electoral Tribunal is located in Boquete, on Av. Belisario Portras — one street east of
Highway 41, behind the Sugar and Spice restaurant.

3. Call two friends who have Cédula (not Tourist/Pensionado Visas) to go with you. One of you
should speak Spanish.

Friend Name Phone
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4. Take with you: the deceased's passport, E-Cédula or Visa, and the Physician Certificate of Death
(signed on the day of death). It may be helpful to have the Notebook of the deceased.

5. Obtain enough copies of the Death Certificate (“Certificado de Defunction.”) for notification
purposes — a minimum of 5, up to 10 copies.

Going to the Funeral Home

1. Carry all your personal ID including passport and Cédula, as well as that of the deceased.

2. The funeral home will need a copy of the Physician Certificate of Death signed by the physician.
You can WhatsApp a photo, email it, or take them a copy.

3. Take a copy of the death certificate (Civil Registry of Death) and a copy of the Physician
Certificate of Death, as well as the two forms given to you by the Electoral Tribunal: Civil
Registry of Death (Direccion Nacional del Registro Civil) and Burial Permit (Permiso de
Entierro).

4. Ask a friend (hopefully bilingual) to go with you. The staff of the funeral home may not speak
English.

5. For safety, consider allowing a friend to drive. You may be distracted and have difficulty
concentrating.

Whom to Notify of a Death

6. Relatives and Friends — Call them first, as you need the support.

7. Social Security Administration — Notify them of the death by phone or computer. Phone: 1-
800-772-1213, 7am—7pm Monday—Friday. Talk to them about survivor benefits.

8. Insurance Company — Notify the insurance company, if applicable, and any employee
pension plans.

9. Bank — Notify the bank. They will probably need a copy of the will and the death
certificate.

10. Other Financial Institutions — Notify other financial institutions for stocks or other
investments and other sources of income.

11. For a US citizen, once the official Panamanian “Certificado de Defunction” is obtained, the
Executor should immediately forward that death certificate to the US Embassy here in
Panama. The Embassy will provide the Executor with a “Consular Report of Death of an
American Abroad”. Copies of that report are provided to the next-of-kin or legal
representative and may be used in US courts in settling estate matters. Embassy — For US
citizens, contact an American Duty Officer 24 hours a day, 7 days a week by calling 507-
317-5000.

Link: CONS: Death of a U.S. Citizen - U.S. Embassy in Panama

The funeral home you are working with must provide the following documents:

o Apostilled Death Certificate: Includes the cause of death and is issued by the

Panamanian Civil Registry Office.

o Apostilled Clinical Death Certificate: Authenticated by the Ministry of Health.

o Apostilled International Transit Permit: Issued by the Ministry of Health.
These documents must be authenticated by their issuing offices and apostilled by the
Ministry of Foreign Relations. The funeral home is responsible for obtaining the required
authentications and apostilles.
But do not forget that the Executor or Heir is still charged with sending a copy of the death
certificate to the country of origin’s Embassy/Consulate here in Panama. (USA uses form
DS-2060). Link: DS-2060
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https://pa.usembassy.gov/services/death-of-a-u-s-citizen/
https://common.usembassy.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/117/2023/10/DS-2060.pdf

DS-2060 <—— Click here to go to Fillable Link document at the Department of State

U.S. Department of State
REPORT OF THE DEATH OF AN AMERICAN CITIZEN ABROAD

Post Date of Issue (mm-dd-yi
SSA Mo, o ________
Mame in full e Apge . [
Date {mm-dd-yvwy) and Place of Bith  _ __ _ __ __ e oy
£
Evidence of U.S. Citizenship __ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ __ _ __ ol __ ;
Address in UL S A o e
Permanent or Temporary Address Abroad . __ _ _ _ __ __ ol __
Date of death _ _ _ _
Ploaith Lray Huou Minute ¥ear
Place of death _ _ _ _ _ _ e elllo___
Mumber and street, or Hespital! hotel City Country
Cause of death _ _ _ _ _ _ _ e  eCllo___
Including aurthority for statement - if physician, include full nome and official tifle, if any
O 5
Disposition of the vemanns  _______ ______________________________ o ________ 5
=1
____________________________________________________________________________________ =
E
Laocal law governing disinterment of remains provides that  _ o ____ -
Disposition of the effects _ o o L e
Person or official responsible for custody of elfects and accounting therelore - - - - o o ______
Iraveling/residing abroad with relatives or friends as follows:
NAME ADDRESS
____________________ B e
Informed by telegram or telephone DATE (mmmidd-anan) 2
NAME ADDRESS NOTIFIED =
5
_____________________________________________________________________ |
7]
_____________________________________________________________________ - o
Copy of this report sent Lo: DATE fmeme-ddd-yyn)

e B ADDRESS SENT
Metification or copy sent to Federal Agencies: SSA VA CsC Other. Ty T =
The original copy of this document and information concerning the effects are being placed in the permanent files of the =
.5, Department of State, Washington, D 20520 3

Remarks: &
=
3
.
____________________________________________________________________________________ o
{Continue on reverse if necessary,) E
=
[SEAL] Signaturc on all copics

of the United States of America.

For Addstional Certified Copies, see hig:travel state. povipassportTag'fag_5057

D=2 (Formenly (F- 180
12=21k11
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https://common.usembassy.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/117/2023/10/DS-2060.pdf
https://common.usembassy.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/117/2023/10/DS-2060.pdf
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